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By  Chief Warren Brainard

On Sunday, June 7th, Tribal members and guests enjoyed the sunny day and 
beautiful view of Coos Head while attending a blessing of the land and clean-up 
work to be done of the contaminated soil left by previous occupants. This is the 
start of the long process for our reoccupation of our traditional homelands at 
Coos Head. The soil will be removed from the upper six inches in contaminated 
areas and trucked to Corvallis for disposal.

Chief Warren Brainard invited the past Chief Ed Bowen and past Chiefs David 
Brainard and James Helms to participate in blessing the site. Both Chief War-
ren Brainard and Chief Bowen gave a blessing and remembered the lands our 
fathers had walked upon.  Chief David Brainard led a changing song – Chinook 
Jargon song used to allow spirits to become positive again – that was sung by 
all in attendance for our ancestors’ spirits.

Vice Chair Mark Ingersoll and Councilwoman Carolyn Slyter also acknowledged 
the great importance of this land and milestone to our tribe. 

Councilwoman Wendy Williford and several staff were in attendance, including 
Howard Crombie, Director of Natural Resources, along with a number of Tribal 

The Spirits Have Been Consulted and They Approve

By Howard Crombie, Director, 			 
Department of Natural Resources

The successful removal of contaminated soil from 
Coos Head brings the Tribes one step closer to un-
restricted land use of this spectacular site. 

The US Army Corps of Engineers identifed and 
removed soil contaminated with pollutants associ-
ated with the military’s past use of munitions (skeet 
fragments, lead slugs and shot) at the three former 
firing ranges located on Coos Head.  

Soil from the Small Arms Firing Range by Basten-
dorff Beach and from the Sighting Range and Skeet 
Range on the main part of Coos Head was excavated 
by Bay West Inc, under contract from the US Army 
Corps of Engineers, and under the supervision of 
the State of Oregon Department of Environmental 
Quality, the Air National Guard, the Bureau of Indian 

On site was Wes Hill, NATECH, Norm Read, Oregon 
DEQ, Howard Crombie, CTCLUSI DNR, and Steve 
Thornton, Bay West.

Coos Head Firing Ranges Clean-Up Underway

Jeremy Petrie & James Driskill moving concrete blocks 
to deter illegal dumping and shooting near Bastendorff 
Beach. 

Affairs, and the Confederated Tribes Department of 
Natural Resources, with technical support provided 
by the Tribal Member owned company NATECH.  The 
Tribes Department of Natural Resources supervision 
of the clean-up was funded largely through a grant 
from the US Environmental Protection Agency.  

The soil is stockpiled onsite pending final labo-
ratory confirmation of the sampling results and is 
scheduled to be hauled to an appropriate hazardous 
waste landfill during the second half of July.  The 
former Small Arms Range by Bastendorff  Beach 
was blocked off to discourage future trespassing, 
illegal dumping, and illegal shooting.  Preliminary 
results indicate that all the lead from the bullets, 
and petroleum products from the skeet, have been 
excavated to the point that the remaining soil at these 

See Firing Range, Page 8

Stockpiled soil awaiting final testing.

members who participated in the blessings, songs, and light refreshments 
brought to the blessing by Jan Lawrence. 

Tribal members gather at the Coos Head site for the blessing.

This  photo shows a  c leared s i te ,  f ree  of 
contamination.

Save These Dates
Aug. 2, 2009 Sunday
Salmon Ceremony

Oct. 17, 2009 Saturday
25th Restoration
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Chapter 7-5 General Committee 
Code, section identified as 7-5-1 
PURPOSE it reads; the purpose of 
this code is to form a more efficient 
and cohesive government through 
the appointment of committees by 
the Tribal Council. Each committee 
is the advice and makes recom-
mendations regarding each specific 
committee purpose.  The Commit-
tee will provide a unified voice as 
an advisory arm of the Tribes.  All 
committee will be regulated by this 
code and the relevant provisions of 
the Tribal Court Code, except where 
a committee is established by a 
specific code, the specific provisions 
of that code will govern where those 
provisions differ from this code. 

There are several Tribal Commit-
tees currently established to add in 
the decision making process over 
several departments of Tribal Gov-
ernment.  All of these follow the basic 
PURPOSE with some specific Tribal 
Ordinances for individual Commit-
tees where more specific policy and 
or rules were found needed to apply.  
The list to the following Committees 
currently are:

Child Protection Team
Anna Campbell, Chair
Cultural Committee
Don (Doc) Slyter, Chair
Education Committee
Carolyn Slyter, Chair
Election Board
Riley Lott, Chair
Enrollment Committee
Sue Olson, Chair
Housing Committee
Bud Ingersoll, Chair
Tribal Health Board
Sarah Blount
Budget Committee
Dick Clarkson
Oregon Cultural Trust Tribal 
Cultural Coalition Planning Com-
mittee
Eddie Helms, Chair
Tribal Investment Committee 
Elders Committee - George Barton. 
Chair
Blue Earth Federal Corporation 
Board - John Williford
Strategic Planning Ad Hoc Com-
mittee 
Ad Hoc Constitutional Review 
Committee

CTCLUSI
Tribal Council
Warren Brainard, Chief  
Tribal Chief
541-746-2265
wbrainard@ctclusi.org

Bob Garcia, Chairman
Position #1 Council
541-902-6614
bgarcia@ctclusi.org

Carolyn Slyter 
Position #2 Council
541-888-7524
cslyter@ctclusi.org

Mark Ingersoll, 
Vice-Chairman 
Position #3 Council
541-290-4610
mingersoll@ctclusi.org

Ron Brainard
Position #4 Council
541-290-4715
rbrainard@ctclusi.org

Wendy Williford 
Position #5 Council
541-968-2665
wendy.williford@ctclusi.org

Mindy Andresen 
Position #6 Council
541-297-1183
mandersen@ctclusi.org

Regular Council
Meeting
July 12, 2009
10 a.m.
Tribal Hall
Coos Bay, Oregon

Agenda:
1) Call to order
2) Invocation
3) Approval of Council minutes
4) Old Business
5) New Business
6) Other
7) Good of the Tribes

8) Executive session if needed

Announcements
QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS?
The CLUSI Tribal Council welcomes your 
ideas, comments, criticisms, etc.
Please write to: Confederated Tribes of Coos, 
Lower Umpqua & Siuslaw Indians
ATTN: Tribal Council   1245 Fulton Ave. Coos 
Bay, Oregon  97420

COMMITTEE INTEREST LIST
If you are a Tribal member and interested in 
being on a committee, please contact Eileen 
King at 541-888-7506. We are currently keep-
ing a list of those interested so that when 
a committee vacancy occurs we can fill it 
as soon as possible, so please contact us 
whether there is a vacancy or not.

ATTENTION VETERANS AND FAMILIES
Veterans we need your help. Native Ameri-
can Medal of Honor medallions are being 

awarded to a group o Veterans at the Salmon 
Ceremony each year. Please contact Eileen 
King at 541-888-7506 for new requirements 
needed to be honored. 

US FOREST SERVICE 
NORTHWEST FOREST PASSES
Now available at the Tribal Administration 
Building, Florence Outreach and Springfield 
Outreach offices.
Requirements are: 1. Must be a CTCLUSI 
Tribal Member.  2. Must be over 16.  3. You 
may only be issued one per year.
The passes hang from the rear view mirror 
and are good for access to some Forest 
Service fee areas such as South Jetty Road 
in Florence.

CHANGES?
Please let us know if you have a change in 

address, telephone number, name or addition 
to you family. Changes should be submitted 
to: Eileen King, Enrollment Coordinator 1245 
Fulton Ave. Coos Bay, Oregon 97420. Phone: 
541-888-9577 or Fax: 541-888-2853

TRIBAL COUNCIL MINUTES
If you would like to receive typed copies or au-
dio CD of the Tribal Council meeting minutes 
send a written request , including your current 
address to Eileen King, Recording Secretary 
1245 Fulton Ave. Coos Bay, Oregon  97420

NATIVE AMERICAN RECOVERY
Meetings are held each Monday evening 
from 5:30-6:30 pm and Thursday from 12-
1pm at Tribal Hall 338 Wallace,  Coos Bay, 
OR 97420

CTCLUSI  Departments, Services & Offices
Administration Building
Francis Somday
 – Administrator
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-9577
Toll free 1-888-280-0726
Fax 541-888-0302
www.ctclusi.org

Health Services
Eric Metcalf - Director
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-9577
Toll free 1-888-280-0726
Fax 541-888-2847
eric.metcalf@ctclusi.org

Human Resources
Tim Cummins – Director
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-7523
Toll Free 1-888-280-0726
Fax 541-888-0302
tcummins@ctclusi.org

Tribal Housing Department
Joe Cook - Interim Director
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-9577
Fax 541-888-2853
jcook@ctclusi.org

Contract Health Services
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-4873
Toll free 1-800-227-0392
Fax 541-888-5388
gthurman@ctclusi.org

Elders Activities
Judy Berg - Coordinator
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-7532
Toll free 1-888-280-0726
Fax 541-888-2853
jberg@ctclusi.org

Education Department
Cynthia Hovind - Director
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-1317
Toll free 1-888-280-0726
Fax 541-888-2853
chovind@ctclusi.org

Family Services 
Dottie Garcia - Coordinator
Annex Building
P.O. Box 3279
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-6169
Toll Free 1-800-618-6827
Fax 541-888-1837
dgarcia@ctclusi.org

Tribal Dental Clinic
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-6433
Toll free 1-877-688-6433
Fax 541-888-7505
mrose@ctclusi.org

Tribal Court
Don Owen Costello – 
Chief Judge
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-9577
Toll Free 1-888-280-0726
tribalct@ctclusi.org

Cultural Department
David Petrie - Director
Mailing address only:
1245 Fulton Ave.
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-1318
Fax 541-888-2853
dpetrie@ctclusi.org

Springfield Outreach Office
1126 Gateway Loop, 
Suite 102
Springfield, OR 97477
Phone 541-744-1334
Toll Free 1-800-877-2718
Fax  541-744-1349
hhelms@ctclusi.org

Florence Outreach Office
Physical: 3757 Hwy. 101
Mailing: P.O. Box 2000
Florence, OR 97439
Phone 541-902-9056
Toll Free 1-866-313-9913
Fax 541-997-1715
ereinke@ctclusi.org

Tribal Gaming Commission
Bob Miller – 
Chief Law Enforcement Officer
5647 Hwy 126, Suite 100
Florence, OR 97439
Phone 541-997-2830
Fax  541-997-7293
bmiller@ctclusi-gc.com

Tribal Police
Brad Kneaper – Chief of Police
5647 Hwy 126, Suite 100
Florence, OR 97439
Phone 541-997-6011
Fax 541-997-6031
bkneaper@ctclusi-pd.com

Department of Natural 
Resources
Howard Crombie – Director
1245 Fulton Avenue
Coos Bay, OR 97420
Phone 541-888-7511
Toll Free 1-888-280-0726
Fax 541-888-2853
hcrombie@ctclusi.org

Upcoming Events Committee Information

Council meetings audio recording now 
available to listen to at www.ctcluis.org

July 1 - Elders Luncheon at Three Rivers 
	  Casino

July 6 - 23 - Summer School at 			 
	         Community Center

July 9 - Culture Committee Meeting at 4 p.m. 	
	  at Tribal Hall

July 10 - Grand Ronde Elders Honor Trip

July 10 - Gathering Tule with Grande Ronde

July 12 - Tribal Council Meeting, 10 a.m. at 		
	    Tribal Hall 

July 17 - Historical Marker placement at Ferry 	
	    Rd Park, Coos Bay

July 23 - Summer School Mini- Pow-Wow at 	
	    Loon Lake 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

July 23 - Cultural Coalition Meeting at 4 p.m. 	
	    at Tribal Hall. 
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Current With Council

By Jeannie Barton

More than 75 people gathered at the Coos 
Bay Public Library for this town meeting with 
U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley.  The locals here were 
given an opportunity to listen to his comments 
and answers to various questions about the 
issues facing our community. Topics of timber 
usages and the ocean issues affecting our 
area were asked and addressed as well as  
education and economic issues.  

Merkley is only five months into his term of 
six years.  The Tribe felt it important to show 
their support to this new Senator  at this local 
meeting. Attending were Council members 
Ron Brainard, Carolyn Slyter, Mindy Andreson,  
and Chief Warren Brainard.  Tribal Staff pres-
ent were Howard Crombie, Director of Natural 
Resouces, Tribal Administrator Francis Som-
day, and Jeannie Barton, Tribal Newsletter.

U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley Visits Coos Bay

Get ready Tribal people! Joining us 
with high energy and great enthusiasm 
from Alaska and New York is Abigail 
Marlow, a 21-year-old tribal member 
ready to learn about and work for the 
tribes. 

She has already begun her journey 
through her intern-
ship. While here, 
Abby will be helping 
to create and de-
velop nutrition and 
exercise materials 
for the health de-
partment to use as 
they see fit.  She is 
excited to put her 
education to the test, 

and to try and give back to the tribe in 
any way possible.  	

Born and raised outside of the service 
area in Anchorage, Alaska, Abby has 
not had much of an opportunity to get 
involved with tribal activities.  Over the 
past few years, however, her interest in 
her heritage has peaked.  What brought 
about this important curiosity?  Abby 
says that due to a fantastic unpaid sum-
mer internship in Nome, Alaska, working 
with Native Alaskans and diabetes, as 
well as an American Indian Studies class 
that she took this past semester, her 
interest in the history of and health for 
Native people (including her own) has 
really exploded. 

Abby just finished her third year at 
Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y. She is 
scheduled to graduate next May with a 
degree in nutritional sciences.  She has 
been studying nutrition and exercise sci-
ence with a focus in dietetics as Cornell 
has a nationally accredited dietetics 
program.  

After graduation, she hopes to contin-
ue her education by attending graduate 
school at the prestigious Oregon Health 
and Sciences University in Portland.  
Among the places she plans to apply 
are the University of Alaska in Anchor-
age, Baylor University in Texas, as well 
as the dietetic internship run by the U.S. 
Air Force. 

Abby has always been an athlete, 
taking a special interest in softball. 
Softball, ironically, helped her to decide 
on Cornell for college.  In high school, 
Abby was part of a competitive traveling 
softball team, playing in such places as 
Oregon, California, Washington, Las 
Vegas, Ohio, Texas and Pennsylvania.  

After a tip from Abby to Dick Blood, 
head coach of Cornell’s division one col-
lege softball team, suggesting he should 
attend a tournament where she was 
playing Pennsylvania, Abby showed the 
coach how she could play. This viewing 
probably secured Abby’s walk-on spot 
on the team the next September.  She 
played for two years, after which she 
resigned to focus on her studies.  

Now with new direction and focus on 
the “prize,” Abby is in action, working with 
the Tribes.  She hopes to “learn as much 
as possible from my time here. It is really 
an opportunity that I cannot replace.” 

One day she may return to the Tribes, 
but for now, she is hoping to learn about 
her heritage, meet new people (family), 
and put names to the faces that she has 
already encountered. 

Abigail Marlow 
New Intern for 
Health Dept.

Introducing the Tribes 
Economic Development Board

B L U E  E A R T H  F E D E R A L C O R P O R AT I O N  
MISSION STATEMENT:

Blue Earth Federal Corporation was created by The 
Tribal Council of the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower 
Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians and charged to identify, 
develop, manage and expand profitable businesses while 
accumulating assets that will ensure the long term success 
of the enterprise. The underling tenet of the organization will 
always be to contribute to the Tribal Endowment Investment 
Fund so as to assist the Tribal Council in carrying out the 
missions set forth in the Preamble to the Tribal Constitution 
while insuring the financial security of the Tribes. Positions 
voted into office are as follows: Chairman John Williford, 
Vice Chair Bill Ingersoll, and Treasurer Jim Berg. 

Bottom row: Mark Marlow, Jim Clark and Jim Berg. 
Back row: Bill Ingersoll and John Williford

The Spoken words of Vice Chair-
man Mark Ingersoll at the Blessing of 
Coos Head Ceremony. 

“As I think of Coos Head. I think of 
the vast beauty. I 
think of the won-
derful view. I think 
of the sound of the 
beautiful ocean. I 
think of the beau-
tiful sea birds and 
land birds. I think 
of the great whales 
going north with 
their young and 
south to calf. I 
think of the all the 
sea life that goes in and out of the 
bay. I think of the deer and elk that 
come on and off of this beautiful piece 
of land.  (I feel a connection) as I am 
sure you do too.

I feel a connection to this land 
like it is our family member, a fam-
ily member that has gone away to a 
Foreign Country to serve. The Foreign 
Country has used our family member; 
(some of the use was good some was 
bad). At first our family member was 
treated well. Our family member was 
kept clean and polished. But after the 
use was done, our family member was 
set aside left dirty and alone,(held by 

the foreign land as if  it’s was its own). 
Our family member is rotting, as if be-
ing held in a cell held by it captures.

 We as a Family are fighting to get 
our loved one back. As we all know 
it is not easy to get a prisoner back 
from a foreign country. The loved one 
is near but not back in our hands. We 
as a Family have visitation rights now 
and hope to have a full return of our 
family member very soon.

(But), and let’s face it, there is al-
ways a “But.” We all know once our 
prisoner has been returned that is 
when the work starts. 

Like a good family unit not only are 
we still fighting for our prisoner’s re-
lease, we are preparing for the home 
coming. We are preparing the clean 
up and the future plans for our family 
member Coos Head. With this bless-
ing today let this mark a new start in 
the return of our soon to be returned 
prisoner a cherished family member 
Coos Head.

                    
GREAT SPIRT PLEASE BLESS 

THIS COOS HEAD LAND, AND 
GUIDE US IN OUR USE OF COOS 
HEAD, GUIDE  ALL THE FUTURE 
GENERATIONS IN THEIR  DECI-
SIONS  AND FUTURE USES OF 
COOS HEAD.

New Tribal Baby
 

Lilliann  
Von-dee 

Thompson
Born : Friday June 12, 2009 at 
12:29 a.m.
Weight : 7 lbs 10.5 oz
Length: 19 in

Proud Parents: 
Holiday Maine & Kyle Thompson

Proud Grandmother: 
Kimberly Mathew

Proud Great Grandmother: 
Arleen Perkins

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley meets with Councilwoman Carolyn Slyter and 
Mindy Andreson.
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Indian Education Dinner Great Success
By Nancy Caffey

Title VII North Bend/Coos Bay Indian Education and the Confederated 
Tribes formed a partnership this year to offer after-school tutoring at the 
Boys and Girls Club.   Coordinators Annette Brainard, Dawn Malliett and 
Nancy Caffey and their tutors recently completed a highly successful school 
year. 

On May 20, 2009, the Tribes were hosts to the Indian Education com-
munity as they honored those students who successfully completed their 
school year with a fabulous dinner by our own  Eddie Helms.  Doc Slyter 
played beautiful flute music in the Plankhouse and Storytellers Esther 
Stutzsman and Jim Thornton provided wonderfully presented lessons with 
student participation. 

Traditional necklaces were made by Indian Ed tutors and were presented.  
Additionally, blankets were given to those seniors graduating from high 
school.   The partnership plans to continue to once again work together 
through summer school and next fall at the Boys and Girls Club.

Dawn Malliett, Cynthia Hovind, Josh Davies, Jon Barton and Nancy Caffey 

Haley Lott, Shyanne Gilbert, Hope Lott, & Vanessa Woehlert

Winners at Their Own Casino!
By Jeannie Barton

Tribal member Paul Benasco and his wife Opal were playing at Three 
Rivers Casino & Hotel when to their surprise, Opal’s machine began to 
explode. 

“I don’t even know what I did,” she said. 
Three Rivers Casino has a Flash Cash random giveaway that gives play-

ers chances of winning just by using their Players Club Card.  Opal won 
$10,112.12 and was surprised and delighted. 

The Benascos’ first purchase was new tires for their car.  What a great a 
stroke of luck – congratulations Opal and Paul! 

Opal & Paul 
Benasco

     
photo by 

Three 
Rivers 

Casino & Hotel

By Patty Whereat

Native people lavished place names 
thick in their own homelands, as well 
as those of neighboring lands through 
which people travelled.  So, every so 
often I’ll run an article on a few of the 
regional place names, either those that 
are indigenous or inspired by a native 
person.

LIBBY DRIVE:  The first one is not 
a landmark or traditional place name, 
but a modern street.  If you’ve driven 
from southern end of the town of Coos 
Bay to Charleston, you’ve been on 
Libby Drive.  There was also, briefly, a 
town called Newport and then renamed 
Libby (long ago absorbed into Coos 
Bay),  Libby was the English name of 
a Milluk woman, and the inspiration for 
the town and street names.

Her Milluk names was Hæld∂niita 
(pronounced HAL –duh-nee-tah), 
taken from the Milluk word hæld∂nu 
(hal-duh-noo) which means ‘one of the 
other’.  The name referred to row upon 
row upon row of dentalium necklaces.  
No one said how she came to be nick-
named Libby, but the name stuck.  She 
was from a wealthy family,  her brother 
was a chief of one of the South Slough 
villages.1  According to Lottie Evanoff, 
she was her father Doloos Jackson’s 
aunt, as well as related in some way 
to the Wasson family.  When Lottie 
was a child, Libby would canoe down 
to Dewey’s Rock (North Bend) to visit.  
Lottie remembers she was an old 
woman then with white hair.2

Local legend has it that Libby showed 
Patrick Flanagan a location rich with 
coal.  Flanagan opened a mine there 
(which eventually became known as 
the Libby mine) which was one of the 
first successful coal mines in Coos 
County and operated for thirty years– 
until coal mining here was no longer 
profitable at the end of the nineteenth 
century.3  Libby was a close friend of 
the Flanagan family.  She was nurse 
and nanny to the Flanagan children, 

and he built a house for her.4

When Libby was very old, she lived 
with the Wasson family up South 
Slough, and was buried in one of the 
family cemeteries.5

HUMBUG MOUNTAIN:  Humbug 
Mountain is a prominent landmark, a 
mountain that meets the sea, about 
six miles south of Port Orford.  The 
mountain was a prominent landmark 
for native people too, in the home-
land of southern Oregon Athabaskan 
people like the Kwatami (Port Orford), 
Yukwachi (Euchre Creek), Chemetune 
(Gold Beach) and many other bands.  
The name Humbug was originally 
Tichenor’s Humbug – a reference to a 
disastrous exploring party led by Capt. 
Tichenor in 1851.6

Two different native names have 
come down for this mountain.  Coquelle 
Thompson (Upper Coquille) said it was 
called Mitash (mee-tosh), but Lucy 
Smith (from Gold Beach, and who 
knew several Athabaskan languages) 
said it was called Mipash (Mee-posh) 
which means cheek, as in salmon 
cheek.  It is a good description of the 
shape of the mountain.  Next time you 
are going through Port Orford, stop 
at the overlook.  Mipash dominates 
the skyline, and sure enough it does 
resemble the shape of the gentle oval 
of a salmon cheek.7

And then, of course, if you get the 
chance, hike the trail to the top of 
beautiful Mipash mountain.

(Endnotes)
1 Jacobs, Melville.  1932-1934.  Coos 

Notebooks 92-104.  University of Washington.  
Seattle, WA.  Notebook 94:78

2 Harrington, John P.  1942.  Coos, Lower 
Umpqua, Siuslaw notes.  Reel  24:997b

3 Peterson, Emil R., Alfred Powers.  1952.  A 
Century of Coos and Curry.  Binfords and Mort, 
Portland OR.

4 Jacobs, Melville.   94:78
5 Harrington, John P.   24:998a
6 McArthur, Lewis.  1992.  Oregon Geogra-

phis Names.  Sixth Edition.  Oregon Historical 
Society Press.  Portland ORp. 430

7 Harrington, John P.  Reel 26.

Tribal Place Names Inspired 
or Indigenous to Homeland

Free Video for Tribal Members
Tribal Council will provide an Oregon 150 video to each Tribal household.  This 

video gives the history of the five western Tribes of Oregon from pre-contact 
to present.  There is no charge for the video, but you must fill out a flyer and 
request one.  

The flyer insert is in this newsletter.  If you would like a second video the cost  
will be $2.50; please include this with the flyer.  The video is available to non-
tribal individuals and groups for $20. The funds raised will go towards future 
pow wows.  

Dancing & 
Drumming

There will be Dancing and 
Drumming for anyone who is inter-

ested during the month of July. 

Where: Tribal Hall – Coos Bay

When: Friday night at 6:00 p.m.

For more information contact 
Arleen Perkins 541-888-5266

Join Our Flute Circle
A flute circle is getting together 

the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Coquille Tribe Plank House on 
the Kilkich Reservation (Coos Bay). 
Doc Slyter we be there to play and 
give help where needed.  Anyone 
12 and older of any playing ability is 
welcome to bring his/her flute and 
come join us from 5-7 p.m..  For 
more information please contact Jan 
Doyle 541-888-4910.
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Education News:
Tribal Member Achievements

By the Education Department

Tribal Member Achievements 
As the school year bounces to a 

close with the occasional crisis—for a 
people who love a story—we bring you 
the success stories!

Kenny Hansen earned the Presi-
dent’s Award for “Outstanding Aca-
demic Achievement.”

In a letter from the White House, 
President Obama said “Your com-
mitment to learning will help you lead 
America to a better day.”

Bandon informants found Sean 
Skye Tabernig called to his feet during 
eighth grade graduation, receiving a 

“History Award,” 
turning out for 
football, basket-
ball and track, 
thereby receiving 
the “President’s 
Fitness Award.”  

                                                    
Sunset Inter-

mediate School, 
Rip Tide Mem-
b e r s :  J a s o n 
S w e e t  w a s 
awarded  

“Outstanding “Algebra I Award” along 
with “Student of Distinction Award” for 

the year. Nathan Petrie received the 
award for being “Outstanding Citizen 
& Student” of the year. 

This summer Garret Brainard will 

be traveling to meet with our Nations 
leaders. He is to attend the 2009 Con-
gressional Youth Leadership Council 
(CYLC) in Wash-
ington, D.C. 
This will give 
h im  an  op -
por tun i ty  to 
interact with a 
variety of per-
sonnel who op-
erate within the 
three branches 
of government, 
the news me-
d ia  and the 
international 
community. He 
was nominated 
for this oppor-
tunity by a fac-
ulty member at 
Charles M. Russel High School. We 
look forward to the full story about his 
trip when he returns. 

The Roy boys, Eagle and Gabe, 
credit their tutor, Mark Petrie, at the 
center of the following success story: 
Gabriel Roy participated in swimming 
and soccer.  He is on the honor roll and 
achieved “Perfect Attendance.”

Eagle Roy competed in the Oregon 
South Coast 500 meter freestyle and 
1,000 meter freestyle as the 12 year-
old champion.  He is one of very few 
selected for the seventh and eighth 
grade jazz band playing drums and 
percussion.  Academically he holds a 
3.79 GPA.  Eagle’s model catapult took 
second place in the science fair.

Councilwoman Carolyn Slyter 
stepped in to save the day June 5.  She 
produced emergency fry bread for quite 
a crowd of Myrtle Point fourth graders 
who visit the plank house annually.  I 
could see that those students absorbed 
Jesse Beers’ Plankhouse Etiquette.  
The students continued to inquire if 
photography was permitted in the Admin 
Building.  Thanks Jessie, David Petrie, 
Karen Porter and Sandy Baldwin.

Nancy Caffey has developed a sci-
ence specialty.  Her SWOYA students 
excel in presenting projects.  It’s bit-
tersweet as After School at SWOYA 
concluded June 10.  Registration for 
all summer programs at SWOYA are 
currently underway.  Call 541 267-3635 
for more information.

Josh Davies is implementing track-
ing tool technologies as his summer 
project.  Please send in those grades 
and bring your Summer School regis-
tration forms to the Recognition Din-
ner.  Stay tuned for more details re:  
Springfield/Eugene Summer School 
at the Longhouse.

The Ed staff and Committee, The 
Cultural Committee, The Tribal Police, 
Family Services, Newsletter Depart-
ments all pull together for Recognition 
Dinner presentations. We ask that 
those graduates unable to participate 
send in their photos to Education De-
partment at 1245 Fulton Ave. Coos 
Bay, Oregon 97420.

Jason Sweet

Nathan Petrie

Kenny Hansen

Terri Dollins Andrews

Fawna, Terri and Shawna

By Jesse Beers, Tribal Member

On the 18th of July a clean-up 
day of the Siuslaw River and 
some of its tributaries has been 
planned by the Siuslaw Surf 
Riders Chapter, the Siuslaw Wa-
tershed, and SOLV(a non-profit 
organization that brings together 
government agencies, busi-
nesses and individual volunteers 
in programs and projects to en-
hance the livability of Oregon.)  

The goal of this clean up is 
to build awareness in the com-
munity of the Siuslaw watershed 
by creating a day in which we 
gather as a community and clean 
our home - the Siuslaw.  The 

clean up will happen at different 
sites along the Siuslaw and will 
consist of different teams cover-
ing different areas of the river.  
This year we will concentrate 
our efforts on trash and hopefully 
in the future we will be able to 
expand to invasive plants.  The 
clean up will begin at 11 a.m., 
meeting at the Old Town Boat 
Ramp (Port of Siuslaw), Maple-
ton Lane County Dock, Benders 
Landing up North Fork, and a yet 
to be determined Swisshome 
location. We will end around 3 
p.m. after which we will have a 
barbeque.  If you are interested 
in volunteering please call Jesse 
Beers at (541) 297-0748.    

Old Man of the Siuslaw

Surf Riders, Watershed, SOLV 
volunteers schedule Siuslaw 

River Clean-Up July 18
Garrett Brainard

Tribal member, Terri Lee Dollins, 52, went to be with the Creator and all of 
her ancestors on June 9, 2009.  A sacred pipe ceremony was held  on June 
10, 2009 with a pipe that was passed down to her by her mother Geraldine 
Tabernig. The 
c e r e m o n y 
continued at 
the Lakeside 
C e m e t e r y 
where she was 
laid to rest.

 Terri’s smile 
brightened all 
of our lives; 
we will miss 
he r  so re l y. 
As a loving 
mother, she 
focused much 
of her life on 
her children. 
Her Native cul-
ture was her way of life and she enjoyed making Native items and Dancing 
and Drumming. She had pride in walking the Red Road. 

Terri is survived by her two daughters, Fawna, 18, and Shawna, 15, broth-
ers, Kerry, Jeff and Danny Dollins and sisters, Julie and June Tabernig and 
nieces and nephews. She is also survived by long time partner, Herman 
Conradi.  Her mother, Geraldine Tabernig, passed away in 2007

May the Creator provide comfort to the family and all who loved her.


